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        Ames, Iowa
     The Ames Woodworkers Club meets at various places in Ames and in other locations in Central Iowa.  Unless otherwise announced, meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month.   Membership is open to all interested in woodworking, arts and crafts involving wood, and related activities.  Annual dues for 2010 are $15.00 for e-mail delivery of the Newsletter, or $ 20.00 for Postal Mail Newsletter delivery.

NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, July 20th, 2010 

Program:  Tour of the Swan Creek Cabinetry
Time:  Gathering Begins at 6:30 - Meeting begins at 7:00 pm


Location:  Swan Creek Cabinetry, 2323 Mamie Eisenhower Ave., Boone, Iowa

Swan Creek is a custom cabinetry operation, selling primarily to contractors. The AWC last toured Swan Creek Cabinetry in March 2004. They also perform custom millwork operations, producing wholesale stock such as crown and base.  Their operation is currently over 17,000 square feet, and they employ a range of people for milling, construction and finishing operations.  Much has changed since our last visit, and we will see several automated operations, assembly and finishing areas, as well as getting an overview of the operations of a functioning commercial cabinet shop.  

Members should arrive between 6:30 and 6:50 pm and be ready for a very brief  business meeting at 7:00 pm followed by a tour of the facility shortly therafter.  NOTE:  Facility safety rules dictate that protective eyewear be used at all times in the plant.  Members should bring their own safety glasses.  (A limited number of visitor’s protective eyewear may be available.)  For more information on Swan Creek Cabinetry,see their web site at:   http://www.swancreek.net/  
Directions to Swan Creek Cabinetry, 2323 Mamie Eisenhower Ave., Boone:
From the east: From Highway 30, turn onto Route 17 (north) for just over 3 miles, and then go west on 210th St.  which turns into Mamie Eisenhower Avenue – proceed to #2323 – OR Head NORTh on Snedded Drive past the Airport and National Guard center until the road T's into Mamie Eisenhower – Swan Creek is.just west of the intersection on the north side of the road.

From the west: From Highway 30, turn north onto Story Street, and then turn east onto Mamie Eisenhower Ave. - proceed to #2323.
UPCOMING 2010 MEETINGS….mark these dates on your calendars: 
August 17th – TBA; September 11th or 18th (Sat.) – Shop Tours; October 19th – TBA; November 16th - TBA; December 21st –Holiday/End-of-Year Meeting;
LAST MEETING NOTES:   The June 2010 meeting of the Ames Woodworkers Club was held on the evening of June at 15th at the Kreg Tool Company.  John Anderson called the meeting to order.  There were 44 members in attendance at the meeting.  Guest Scott Schneider was introduced to the group.  A discussion was held regarding the merits of having the AWC exposition at the North Grand Mall in October.  Last year's cost of $200 was discussed in relation to the exposure and benefits that the club derived from the event.  A vote of 23 to 0 was taken in favor of continuing the show and paying the fee to be present.  Volunteers for the shop tours meeting in September were solicited;  Dewayne Schenieder, Tom Jackson, Carl Link, Rob Baker, Rob Wallace and Steve Sexton all volunteered.
Scott Schaaf then welcomed the AWC and turned the meeting over to Kreg Tools president Todd Sommerfeld.  Todd presented a brief history of the company and reiterated that the vast majority of the items the company sells are made in Huxley.  The facility was in the midst of a reorganization of the machining and assembly areas so few processes were in action.  Nearly 100 people are employed by Kreg and in slow times rather than layoffs the company encourages volunteer projects in the community while remaining on payroll.  Good for the employees and good for the community!  Kreg is focused on the needs of the end user and concentrates on that market.  The company has also moved their products into a number of foreign markets around the world.  It requires six to 18 months for a new product to be ready for market from the original idea inception.  Kreg is always looking for new ideas.  Over 30 new Kreg products have hit the market since the last AWC visit.  One example of this is their new deck jig that adapts their screw sytem to deck board installation on the exterior.  Another is a new micro jig with smaller 5/16" screw for use on smaller projects.  Tours of the facility were then conducted by several of the staff including New York product representative Tom Phillips.  A drawing was held at the end of the meeting for several Kreg products.  AWC President John Anderson suspiciously won the Kreg K3 jig kit.  A wonderful time was had by all AWC members attending.  The Ames Woodworkers Club would like to thank Mr. Todd Sommerfeld and the Kreg Tool Company once again for their hospitality and AWC Scott Schaaf for making the arrangements.
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MEMBERSHIP in the Ames Woodworkers Club not only enables members to attend meetings and receive the monthly newsletter, but members are also entitled to make use of discounts at some local businesses.  When your 2010 dues are paid you will receive an AWC Membership Card that can be presented at the time of sale at participating woodworking businesses to make use of in-store discounts for club members.

VIDEO TAPE LIBRARY:  The Club has a fairly diverse collection of video tapes on various woodworking techniques and projects that may be borrowed for free.  Tapes may be borrowed by club members at each meeting.  Please return borrowed tapes promptly at the next meeting so that others may have access to them.  Call Charles Smith (515-450-3257) to arrange pickup or drop-off if you can’t attend a meeting when the tape is due. 
AWC TOOL LOAN PROGRAM -  Club-owned tools are available for loan; contact Jim Gunning (Phone: 515-292-8412, e-mail: jlgunni@iastate.edu) to arrangements.  Tools available for loan:


• Table saw alignment system:  Master Plate, A-Line-It dial gauge and miter track mount, alignment video


• Jointer blade setting jig (for high speed steel knives, jointers 4” to 8”)      • Blum 35mm Hinge Hole-boring jig  

• Delmhorst J-Lite Wood Moisture meter      • Pen Disassembly Tools       • Wizard Wand-style metal detector
MISCELLANEOUS CLUB BUSINESS:

• NEW MEMBERS –  THE AWC welcomes new member Larry Johnson from Ames!   New member forms are available for downloading and printing at any time from the AWC web site at http://www.ameswoodworkers.com.

• AWC WEB SITE –  (www.ameswoodworkers.com) -  The AWC Web site is now linked to several other woodworking web sites – use it as a useful Internet resource.  Webmaster Jim Gunning is always looking for additional items to put up on the web site, including images of members projects, announcements, etc.   Contact Jim Gunning (Phone: 515-292-8412, e-mail: jlgunni@iastate.edu) to help add to our Club’s growing web site.

• SWAP AND SHOP:  This section is YOUR free advertising to put out the word for previously-owned tools or materials you are looking to buy, or if you would like to sell similar items.  Are you looking for a tool??  Have something to sell??  Let the Editor know what it is you have to sell or want to buy. 

ITEMS FOR SALE:                   (Please alert the Editor if your items have sold – we normally list items for up to 3 months.)
SHOPSMITH MARK V  including Bandsaw and jointer attachments- Good Condition – Would be good for someone with limited space or wishjing another dedicated machine set-up.  Asking $500.  Contact Tom Leimer (from Slater) at trleimer@huxcomm.net  or at  515-228-3202

SEARS CRAFTSMAN RADIAL ARM SAW – Model 113.197751 – 120V/11A motor - Very Good Condition – Has new table board, new fence and upgraded blade guard, with a 72 tooth carbide blade.  Smooth operation; well maintained.  Asking $150 or best offer.  Contact Rob Wallace at rwallace@iastate.edu  or at  515-292-5785.

LIST YOUR ITEMS FOR SALE HERE!
• MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNTS:

The following local woodworking-related businesses that have extended AWC members a 10% discount on purchases (excluding power tools):

     Acme Tools –  629 SW  9th St.,  Des Moines; 515-244-4189.
     Hokel Machine Supply – 224 Duff Avenue, Ames; 515-232-6505.  (10% discount on machinery)

     Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork - 2169 180th St, Marshalltown;  641-753-4144 or 641-751-8125

     Logs to Lumber - 607 W. Madison St., Marshalltown;  Toll Free: 877-613-WOOD(9663)  Local: 641-328-4497
     OHARCO Distributing – 5685 NE 16th St., Des Moines – 515-266-3395, (various discounts on products)

     Sherwin-Williams, Co. - 1624 South Duff Ave, Ames - 515-232-2124 (20% discount on non-sale items; 5% sale)

     The Woodsmith Store - 10320 Hickman Road, Clive, 515-254-9494.

     Wolfe Machinery – 6300 NW Beaver Drive, Johnston, 515-270-2766 (10% equipment, 25% tooling)

     Woodhaven - 501 W. 1st Ave., Durant, IA 52747,  1-800-344-6657 (10% disc. on items they make)

Also a reminder that AWC members receive a 10% discount on catalog purchases at Klingspor’s “Sanding Catalog” at 1-800-228-0000 for industrial quality abrasives and other woodworking supplies.

In many cases, the end grain of open-grained (ring-porous) woods such as oak or ash need to be filled for optimal smooth surface finish.  This can be done with Plaster of Paris (!) if an oil finish is to be used; the plaster sands easily and “disappears” once the oil is applied, leaving a smooth, end-grain surface.  Give it a try on some test pieces!.     
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• AUGUST 2010 MEETING –  The August meeting of the AWC is scheduled to be held on TUESDAY evening, August 17th.   As of press time, the topic and location of the July meeting has not been finalized.  Further details about the August 2010 AWC meeting will be included in the August AWC Newsletter. 

• CABINET AND FURNITUREMAKING GROUP -   We last met at John Anderson’s shop in Story City on May 25, 2010.   The theme of the meeting was to discuss various repair techniques or lessons learned etc. We spent more time discussing lessons learned than repair techniques Many times the repair technique is just to throw out the bad piece and start over. If the piece is not indispensable it may take less time to just make a new one than to repair the mistake in the piece. However if the piece is indispensable or you can’t throw it out you either have to find a way to fix it or it becomes a big lesson learned. We discussed ways to manipulate dyes to lessen the contrast or shade or even change the color by adding other dyes.   Some of the lessons learned are from situations that are very difficult to fix as: I’ve cut it off twice and it’s still too short.  We will be having a future topic at one of our next meetings about making boards longer.   John Anderson explained the patterns and story sticks he uses to make one of his small secretary desks. He is making them for his nieces and nephews. He can make variations on the plans very easily. He is also improving the plans with each new model he makes and is also finding ways to make them more quickly and efficiently.  We discussed the various molded shapes that are available to be used as trim for cabinets and furniture. But unless you are willing to make a new piece of shaped trim you are stuck with those available commercially.  As you design a cabinet the commercially available trim may not meet your design needs.   So how do you make special trim moldings? That is the theme of our next meeting: How to make special moldings on the shaper or router. There are more similarities between the shaper and router when making moldings than differences but there are some very distinct differences that we will discuss. Bring your safety eye glasses. If you forget your safety glasses you will have to stand in the back of the group where you can’t see a thing that is going on. If you have a specific cross section of a molding you want us to duplicate bring it along to the meeting.   Note:  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 27th. We will meet at Will Zitterich’s shop at 905 Top-O-Hollow Rd in the north part of Ames. It is a yellow house at the junction of Roy Key Drive and Top-O-Hollow Rd. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.     To join this group, contact Will Zitterich at wzitterich@mchsi.com.

• TURNERS GROUP –  The Turners Group last met on Sunday, June 6th at the shop of Roger Nass with 17 members attending.    The next Turners Group meeting is scheduled for Sunday, July 25th at 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm - The meeting topic will be a presentation on the 2010 AAW National Symposium held in Hartford in June, and a demonstration of turning ‘easy’ stack-laminated bowls from a piece of dried lumber.  Further details about the July meeting will be included in the July 2010 Turners Update and will be e-mailed to group members in the near future.  Contact Rob Wallace (rwallace@iastate.edu; 292-5785) if you are interested in joining the turners group. 

• SHOP TOURS in SEPTEMBER –  The AWC’s Shop Tour Saturday is tentatively scheduled for either Saturday September 11th or September 18th (Both “away” games for ISU on these days).  We have several volunteers of members to host visits, so we will proceed with plans to have morning and afternoon sessions to visit the shops of the hosts that volunteered.  Rob Wallace will be in touch to confirm which weekend is available for most hosts, to get directions, and make other logistic arrangements.   
UPCOMING REGIONAL WOODWORKING EVENTS:

WOODSMITH STORE THURSDAY EVENING SEMINARS – Held at the Woodsmith Store, Clive - Seminars are held Thursday evenings and begin at 6:30 pm and run to 7:30 pm – Cost it $ 8.00 per seminar; no pre-registration required.  For updated scheduling see: http://www.woodsmithstorespecials.com/main/events.html  
See you at the Swan Creek Cabinetry in Boone

on Tuesday, July 20th  at 7:00 pm
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Rob Wallace 




FIRST CLASS MAIL
2841 Torrey Pines Road

Ames, Iowa  50010-8946
==========================================================

GET NEW MEMBERS!   Ask an interested friend to attend a meeting with you!!!
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Club Officers:
President:  John Anderson, 121 Elm St., Story City, IA 50248, Phone: 515-733-4737, e-mail:  jpand@iowatelecom.net. 

Vice-President:  Tom Jackson, 1112 Ridgewood Avenue, Ames, IA 50010, Phone: 515-232-7324, e-mail: judytomjackson@msn.com
Secretary/Treasurer & Newsletter Editor:  Rob Wallace, 2841 Torrey Pines Road, Ames, IA  50010-8946  Phone 515-292-5785.  Information to be included in August 2010 newsletter should be sent to Rob Wallace by mail, phone, or e-mail (rwallace@iastate.edu) by Friday, August 6th.







































































































































